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Preach The Word 


The serpent’s image stalks our land. Who would deny the Sacred Writ? 
Preach the Word! Preach the Word! 

His emissaries now expand. Who dares applaud a counterfeit? 
Preach the Word! Preach the Word! 

Awake, O Christian, take your stand, Who vows allegiance to transmit 

Attend to Mighty God’s command, The Truth of Scripture, every whit, 

Strike down the devil’s loathsome band, And then is found to be unfit? 
Preach the Word! Preach the Word! 

Hold high the trust, be resolute. Hell is a myth, some prophets say. 
Preach the Word! Preach the Word! 

The pledge of Christ is absolute. And the wrath of God is passe. 
Preach the Word! Preach the Word! 

Yield not to them who would dilute The people sleep! A trusting prey 

The warning which God did impute To deadly creeds that disobey 

That you shall know them by their fruit. The Judge of all. "Tis Satan’s way. 
Preach the Word! Preach the Word! 


O Christian, lest you lose your role, 
Preach the Word! 

God’s enemies attempt control. 
Preach the Word! 

Better to pay the awful toll, 

Better to die for Heaven’s goal 

Than compromise your very soul. 


Preach the Word! 
ThA) LAA YOM E 
—R. Ross Parkhill. 
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LETTERS 
Sir: 


I enclose my check for renewal 
of subscription. I enjoy the maga- 
zine very much. Especially do I 
find the editorials valuable and in- 
formative. Even when they are on 
controversial matters, they are 
kindly and Christian in tone ... 
without deviating from the Word 
one iota. 

So many people ask me: “‘What 
is the difference between the Sou- 
thern and the Northern Presbyte- 
rian Church?” I am glad you are 
bringing out both the differences 
and the non-differences of the two. 
Our laity and half the ministry are 
woefully uninformed about his- 
tory and doctrine of the Presbyte- 
rian Church from its beginning to 
now. 

As for me, I see no basis for 
union and no hope for unity if 
union should prevail. A hundred 
years has carried them on diver- 
gent paths that can never meet. 


Both are doing good work. Both 
are awakening; both need the 
work of the Holy Spirit in their 
pulpits and pews. I say God bless 
them both and may they never 


unite. 
Texas W.E.W. 





Sir: 

Dr. Henry H. Sweets, who has 
just left us, was one of the truly 
great men which our Church has 
produced and followed. Probably 
he is best known as the advocate 
for the suitable provision for min- 
isters in salaries and in retiring al- 
lowances, and he did almost single- 
handed a notable job in that field. 

I would like to stress the work 
which he did for our colleges and 
seminaries. When he began his 
leadership program in 1904, there 
was not a single one of our insti- 
tutions qualified for membership 
in the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
From the beginning, he insisted 
that the Presbyterian Church must 
not have lower standards than the 
Southern Association. In season 
and out of season, he labored for 
institutions that might have high 
academic work, with always a deep 
devotion to the Great Teacher, 
and that our Church might sup- 
port these colleges and seminaries 
in adequate fashion. I think he 
was the greatest educational 
statesman whom I have ever 
known. 

There is much yet to be desired 
in our Presbyterian educational 
work, and it has a long distance to 
go if it is to equal what many 
other denominations are doing; 
but the best of what we do have 
and the foundations on which bet- 
ter things may yet be built, are 
largely due to him. 

James Moss McCain 
Moderator 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Decatur, Ga. 
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The Ministry 


Of The Word 
Sir: 

Clothier Presbyterian Church 
held a 10-day gospel revival with 
the Rev. C. Solomon, evan- 
gelist of Montreat, N. C., resulting 
in many being revived, renewed, 
refreshed and blessed by the min- 
istry of the Word. 

... there were eight definite de- 
cisions for Christ to accept Him as 
personal Saviour, six additions to 
the Church, four uniting on 
profession of faith, one by re- 
affirmation, one by letter and one 
renewal. 

God blessed and used Evangelist 
Solomon in a mighty way, and it 
was with regret that he had to 
leave for another engagement... 

It is suggested ... that all gos- 
pel revivals in the spirit of evan- 
gelism be arranged so they can be- 
come protracted meetings as the 
Lord and Holy Spirit direct and 
blessings continue. 

Maynard Woltz, 
Pastor, 
Presbyterian Church. 
Clothier, W. Va. 





Ministers’ Personal Record 
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EDITORIAL 


Our Agencies Must 
Continue Primarily The 
Agencies Of Our Church 


An increasing number of our pastors are begin- 
ning to wonder whether the Agencies of our 
Church are to determine our programs and policies 
or whether our membership in the National Coun- 
cil of Churches is being interpreted by that group 
as authority by which that organization is to set up 


movements and then send down directives for 
their carrying out. 





We know that in several Synods there is a 
growing restiveness to this over-all policy which 
is becoming clearer as time goes on. Over American 
Protestantism there now rests the shadow of a 
super-Church, ostensibly formed to counteract the 
methods gnd influence of the Roman Catholic 
Church and yet, while operating under what ap- 
pear to be democratic principles, actually work- 
ing to a centralization of authority and determi- 
nation of policy which is entirely alien to our 
Protestant heritage. If this power was in the 
control of men with unquestioned evangelical out- 
look it would still brook no good. That many who 
shape the policies of the National Council of 
Churches are extreme liberals makes the unfolding 
plan all the more ominous. —H.B.D. 





Wanted— 
A Spiritual Minister 


When one of the most influential Episcopal 
Churches in Carolina became vacant, the vestry 
met to consider securing a new minister. The 
senior warden* stated that he had only one require- 
ment to insist upon, namely, that the minister be 
a spiritual man. Accordingly, the committee was 
appointed and went forth to comb the available 
ministers with that one qualification in mind. 


Now there are many things that one thinks 
about when the word spiritual is mentioned. But 
at least the term carries certain definite connotations. 
For one thing it means that the minister shall 
be a man devoted to a spiritual ministry to the 
souls of men. He need not be a great administrator, 
nor an able financier, nor a hail fellow well met, 





*The honorable Wyndham Manning. 


nor a social charmer. He recognizes that God has 
called him to minister to men wrestling with sin, 
standing on the brink of eternity, tempted by the 
world, the flesh and the devil. 


Again, a spiritual minister recognizes that Christ 
is the answer—God’s answer to the needs of men. 
He is not constantly using the precious moments 
of the sermon to solve the political, economic and 
racial issues of the day. He is busy offering the 
Saviour and Lord to the heart hungry souls of men. 
Men will assess his preaching somewhat as John 
Wesley estimated his own: “I have been offering 
Jesus Christ to men for three hours.” Our Lord 
Jesus promised that when the Holy Spirit came 
He would bear witness to Christ. When the Holy 
Spirit possesses a minister that man preaches the 


Lord Christ. 


Moreover, a spiritual minister preaches Christ 
according to the pattern God has given, that is, 
according to the Holy Scriptures. Calvin’ rightly 
reminds us that where the Holy Spirit is present 
there the instrument of His own forging—the 
Holy Bible—is believed, loved, read and preached. 
A Spirit filled minister preaches Christ from the 
Word, even as Phillip preached Him to the 
Ethiopian church from the open roll of the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah. Let the Word of Christ 
dwell in you richly! —Wnm. C. R. 





Communism’s 


Handmaid 


Modernism is Communism’s handmaid. It has 
served to undermine men’s faith in the Word of 
God, and has removed from men’s hearts the fear 
of God. Its cry of “No hell!” and “No judg- 
ment!” has virtually eliminated from men’s minds 
the solemn thought of their accountability to a God 
who is described in the Bible as a “consuming fire,” 
and has led them to believe in a soft and senti- 
mental deity who will simply overlook their fail- 
ures and mistakes and to whom sin is not abhorrent. 


Modernism has denied the miraculous, the in- 
tervention in time and space of the God of the 
Bible who is before, above and beyond time and 
space. There is but one step from the idea of 


’ Deity solely eminent to rebellion against Deity. 


There is but a narrow margin between Modernism’s 
idea of God, and Communism’s defiance of God. 


Modernism’s denial of God’s hatred of sin 
and impending judgment for the sinner has weaken- 
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ed the moral fibre, lowered the ethical stand- 
ards, and sapped the spiritual strength of our 
nation, leaving us prey to Communism’s insidious 
doctrines and power. 


Modernism’s denial of a blood atonement has 
robbed the sinner of a Saviour, leaving men to 
provide their own, opening the door for Com- 
munism’s way without truth and without life. 


Modernism has provided the world with a 
savourless salt that can never stem the rising tide 
of corruption and cruelty so self-evident in Com- 
munism. To combat the inroads being made by 
Communism’s diabolical power, we must return to 
the God of the Bible, to the God of Sinai and 
Calvary, the God of resurrection power, whose 
hatred for sin is matched only by His love for the 
sinner, whose face is against them that do evil, 
whose ear is open to the cry of the righteous, who 
broke through time and space and bridged the gap 
between ‘earth and heaven in the person of His 
son, Jesus Christ, Who as God incarnate offers 
redemption and life through the blood of His cross. 


—H.L.L. 





Suspended Sentences 


The section in which we live is being plagued 
by the issuing and reissuing of “suspended senten- 
ces” to law breakers. Some of the stiffest punish- 
ment seems to be meted out to bootleggers be- 
cause their business runs in competition with the 
established liquor business of the state. 


But, drunken drivers, gamblers, thieves and 
generalized hooliganism get off again and again 
with a light fine and a suspended sentence. Little 
wonder that crime continues to increase. 


In official circles in Washington, and elsewhere, 
men guilty of betrayal of their office are per- 
mitted to resign because of “ill health”, or just 
resign, and seem no longer subject to prosecution. 
One man who was on the verge of apparent ex- 
posure was eased out of his position as mayor of 
New York City and promoted to be our Am- 
bassador to Mexico. 


Righteous indignation seems to be a thing of 
the past. Nor do we believe we will have a return 
to the proper enforcement of the laws already 
on our statute books until we have a sufficient 
number of regenerated citizens. There is much 
talk of needed reform but any reform which lasts. 
must come as the result of changed hearts—men 
and women who have been born again and become. 
new creatures in Christ Jesus. 


The Church may set up dozens of programs: 
and work zealously to carry them out but unless. 
these programs recognize the central and_ basic 
fact that men must be born again they will but: 


4. 


consume time and put off the day of reckoning. 
The authority for this is Jesus Himself: 


“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again.” —L.N.B. 





Intolerance In The 
Name Of Tolerance 


In the name of Brotherhood, a great and good 
Chattanoogan has been made the target of unjusti- 
fied criticism during the past week. 


In the fair name of Tolerance, intolerance has 
been manifested. 


Last Sunday morning cards were distributed in 
churches throughout the city in an appeal for 
pledges of blood for our soldiers in Korea. The 
cards used were furnished by the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews, which sponsored 
the observance of Brotherhood Week during the 
week which started on Sunday. The pledges on 
these cards which the churchgoers were asked to 
sign started off with the statement, “As God is 
the father of all men, so all men are brothers.” 


Now, the purpose of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews is undoubtedly a good one. 
It seeks to combat intolerance and to foster good 
will, or Brotherhood, as the organization’s leaders 
have chosen to call it, between fellow-Americans 
of the Jewish and Christian faiths. That is an 
objective which all men of good will should heartily 
approve. 


And certainly the objective of getting gifts of 
blood for our fighting men in Korea is an excellent 
one. 


The wording of the pledge which was distributed 
in the churches, however, was unfortunate. 


It happens that there is a sharp divergence of 
opinion in many of the Protestant churches on 
questions of belief. It is the old conflict between 
“Liberals” and “Conservatives.” The Liberals tend 
to be quite “liberal” in their interpretation of the 
Scriptures and creeds and to emphasize social and 
humanitarian activities in harmony with what they 
consider the teachings of Christianity. The Conser- 
vatives stick closer to literal interpretation of the 
Scriptures and, while not opposed to social and 
humanitarian good works, put major emphasis on 
the spiritual aspects of religion. J, 


The “Fatherhood of God, brotherhood of man” 
idea falls right into the middle of that controversy. 
Liberal Protestants for years have been promul- 
gating that idea. Many of the Conservatives, on 
the other hand, have strongly opposed it—not be- 
cause they object to the good feeling between all 
men which is implied, but because they believe 
the relationship of sons of God, and therefore of 
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brotherhood, is one which can apply only to those 
who are sons of God through belief in Jesus Christ. 


Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of this city and co-moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, more 
generally known as the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, is an adherent of the latter school of 
thought. 


On the subject of man’s relationship to God the 
Westminister Confession of Faith, which is the 
creed of Dr. Fowle’s church, says: 


“All those that are justified, God vouch-safeth, 
in and for His only Son Jesus Christ, to make 
partakers of the grace of adoption: by which they 
are taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties 
and privileges of the children of God; have His 
name put upon them; receive the Spirit of adoption; 
have access to the throne of grace with boldness; 
are enabled to cry, Abba, Father; are pitied, pro- 
tected, provided for, and chastened by Him as by 
a father; yet never cast off, but sealed to the day 
of redemption, and inherit the promises, as heirs 
of everlasting salvation.” 


When Dr. Fowle became a minister he pledged 
belief in this creed, to expound and uphold it. 


Last Sunday morning, therefore, Dr. Fowle told 
his congregation that the pledge on the blood card 
was contrary to Trinitarian belief, that it was a 
statement of creed and had no place in a patriotic 
appeal. Dr. Fowle made it clear that he was in 
favor of the gifts of blood, and he himself signed 
the pledge—but only after the words to which he 
objected had been deleted. 


Dr. Fowle not only had the right to say what 
he thought about the pledge—it was his duty as a 
pastor to advise his congregation on an important 
question of faith and belief. Dr. Fowle, in our 
opinion, acted courageously and properly in speak- 
mg out in accordance with his convictions. 


As a result of his speaking out, however, Dr. 
Fowle has been publicly criticized during the 
week by a number of “Liberals.” Some of those 
who disagree with Dr. Fowle have merely stated 
their disagreement, which of course was not at 
all improper. Others have attacked Dr. Fowle 
with denunciation and sarcasm, and some have even 
stretched his words to make it appear that he 
meant much mo:e than he did. 


Many friends of Dr. Fowle have been dismayed 


by the bitterness of some of the things which have 
been said. 


Dr. Fowle needs no defense. The great worth of 
his work in Chattanooga during the last 23 years 
is well known. His bighearted tolerance, his sin- 
cere love of all his neighbors, whether they be his 
spiritual brothers or not, and whether they be 
of his race or not, are well known. Recognition 
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of his merit is not just local. He is widely known 
as one of the outstanding spiritual leaders of the 


South. 


We think, however, that the controversy over 
Dr. Fowle’s position on the phraseology of the blood 
pledge cards makes appropriate a reminder that 
tolerance should work in all directions—that the 
right of all men, even conservative, evangelical 
Christians, to hold the opinions which they believe 
to be true, and to act in accordance with those 
convictions, should be respected. 

—from CHATTANOOGA NeEws-FreE Press 

February 23, 1952 





Worth Pondering 
J.B. Phillips, Vicar of St. John’s Redhill, has 


recently written a new translation of the Epistles 
entitled, “Letters to Young Churches.” Like all 
translations, which are the work of one individual, 
there are places where the translator’s individual 
bias may be in evidence. Nevertheless one will 


find many places where refreshing light is focused 
on the Word. 


However, this is not intended in any sense as an 
analysis of the translation, of which we are in- 
capable, but rather to bring to the attention of our 
readers the over-all impression made on this priest 
of the Church of England as he took up a fresh 
study of the epistles. As he studied these letters 
certain things about their authors deeply impressed 
him. We quote: 


“1. They all had a tremendous sense of the over- 
whelming Moral Perfection of God. Today, when 
to many people God is a vague benevolence 
with about as much moral authority as Father 
Christmas, this may strike a strange, and possibly 
salutary, note. The terrific “fuss” made about sin 
and salvation, and the insistence on the only safe 
approach to God being through Christ, are both 
due to this acute sense of the peril of a sinful 
being coming within range, as it were, of the 
blazing light and purity of God. God by His very 
Nature, must mean instant destruction to all evil, 
and whereas all religions attempt “bridgeheads” to- 
wards Him, it is only through Christ that a real 
and safe bridge has been built between man, who 
has morally failed, and God the incredibly active 
and powerful Source of all Life, Love, Goodness, 
Truth and Beauty. The only safe approach to, 
and the only means of living in spiritual union 
with, such a Power lies in Christ—God-become- 
Man. Without special privilege, power or defence, 
Christ defeated Evil and then, overcoming a 
revulsion that men can hardly begin to imagine, 
He deliberately allowed Himself as Representive 
Man to experience in Person the ultimate conse- 
=— of Evil. These early Christians can hardly 
ind words to express their awed appreciation of 
the free, but costly Bridge that was built for Man 
by this Act of God. 


2. In view of the above convictions we can 
hardly be surprised to find in these writers a 
condemnation of “false teachers”. This condem- 
nation may strike us at first as odd and even un- 
Christian. We commonly suppose that all roads 











of the human spirit, however divergent. eventually 
lead home to the Celestial Benevolence. But if 
we were seriously to think that they do 
not, that false roads in fact diverge more 
and more until they finally lead right away from 
God, then we can at any rate sympathize with 
what may seem to us a narrow attitude. For ex- 
ample, an “unorthodox” view of Christ which 
really means that the “Bridge” is still unbuilt, 
was anathema to these men who were sure of 
the truth, and had in many cases known Christ 
personally. It is at least possible that our “toler- 
ance” has its root in inner uncertainty or in- 
difference. 


3. To the writers of these letters this present 
life was only an incident. It was lived, with a due 
sense of responsibility, as a preface to sharing the 
timeless life of God Himself. To these men this 
world was only a part, and because of the cumu- 
lative result of human sin a highly infected and 
infectious part, of God’s vast created universe, 
seen and unseen. They trained themselves there- 
fore, and attempted to train others, not to be 
“taken in” by this world, not to give their hearts 
to it, not to conform to its values, but to remember 
constantly that they were only temporary resi- 
dents, and that their rights of citizenship were 
in the unseen world of Reality. Today when all the 
emphasis is thrown upon making the most of this 
life, and even Christianity is only seriously con- 
sidered in many quarters because of its social 
implications, this point of view is comparatively 
rarely heid. Yet as we read what they have to 
say we may perhaps find ourselves saying a little 
wistfully, “perhaps these men were right”. 


4. The great difference between present-day 
Christianity and that of which we read in these 
letters is that to us it is primarily a performance, 
to them it was a real experience. We are apt to 
reduce the Christian religion to a code, or at 
best a rule of heart and life. To these men it is 
quite plainly the invasion of their lives to a new 
quality of life altogether. They do not hesitate 
to describe this as Christ “living in” them. Mere 
moral reformation will hardly explain the trans- 
formation and the exuberant vitality of these men’s 
Jives—even if we could prove a motive for such 
reformation, and certainly the world around 
offered little encouragement to the early Chris- 
tians! We are practically driven to accept their 
own explanation, which is that their little human 
lives had, through Christ, been linked up with the 
very Life of God. 


There is one other point that should be made 
before the letters are read. Without going into 
wearisome historical details, we need to remember 
that these letters were written, and the lives they 
indicate were led, against a background of pagan- 
ism. There were no churches, no Sundays, no books 
about the Faith. Slavery, sexual immorality, cruelty, 
callousness to human suffering, and a low stand- 
ard of public opinion, were universal, travelling 
and communications were chancy and perilous; 
most people were illiterate. Many Christians today 
talk about the “difficulties of our times” as 
though we should have to wait for better ones 
before the Christian religion can take root. It 
is heartening to remember that this faith took 
root and flourished amazingly in conditions that 
would have killed anything less vital in a matter 
of weeks. These early Christians were on fire 
with the conviction that they had become through 
Christ, literally sons of God; they were pioneers of 
a new humanity, founders of a new Kingdom. 
They still speak to us across the centuries. Per- 
haps if we believed what they believed, we might 
achieve what they achieved.” 


Things That 
Never Change 
By Henry Grube 


We live upon the rough surface of a globe that 
is continually undergoing a change in every phase 


of life. 


In the field of transportation we have, since 
the turn of the century, witnessed the rapid change 
of modes of travel from the highway to the sky- 
way. As children, we went to the seaport to watch 
the ships come in, but now we go to the airport 
to watch the planes come down. 


In the political world we have, during the past 
few years, seen democracies give way to dictator- 
ships and kingdoms rise and fall. Our methods of 
education, our ideas in business, our use of medi- 
cines, our styles and customs are constantly being 
changed. 


But sin has not changed. Men have endeavored 
to change its name. They have denied the fact of 
sin, excused the effects of sin, and refused the 
remedy of sin. 


The results of sin have not changed. The wages 
of sin have not changed. The wages of sin have 
never been changed. Sin ends in disgrace, defeat, 
and death just as much today as it ever did. 


Sorrow has not changed. Sorrow is just as real 
today as it was yesterday. 


Death has not changed. The methods of burial 
have all been changed in an effort to minimize the 
fact of reality. But death is real, cruel and cer- 
tain. 


The wise man always prepares for the inevitable. 
It is the part of wisdom to seek that which will 
deliver from the penalty of sin, give victory over 
grief, and take away the fear of death. 


The Lord Jesus Christ meets every need and 
requirement that the heart of man desires. He alone 
can settle the sin question. It is Jesus, the Son 
of God, who died to deliver us from the power of 
sin and will one day return to take us from the 
very presence of sin. 


The way of salvation has not changed. We have 
a changless Saviour in the midst of a changing 
world. He is the same, yesterday, today, and for- 
ever. 


God’s offer of eternal life to all who will re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus as Saviour is still the same. 
It has never been recalled or altered. As always, 
the Word of God reads: “If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 


—THE West AFRICAN CHRISTIAN 
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New 

Light 
lr 

Genesis 


by 


Edward J. Young, Ph.D., D.D. 


One might have more sympathy with some of 
the destructive critics of the Bible when events 
prove them to be in the wrong, if only they would 
exhibit a bit more humility in their writings. It 
is well known that Julius Wellhausen and the 
critics who followed him were very sure that the 
book of Genesis could not be regarded as historical. 
We cannot learn anything about the actual time 
of the patriarchs from reading Genesis, Wellhausen 
said in effect. The only period that Genesis can 
teach us about is the period in which it was 
written, and that was several hundred years after 
the patriarchs lived. 


Genesis, therefore, was regarded as non-historical 
by this particular school of criticism. And this 
school of criticism was very wide-spread in its in- 
fuence. It seemed for a time as though anyone 
who did not go along with its claims could only 
expect to be labeled an obscurantist and an op- 
ponent of true Biblical progress. However, the 
time came when this almost fundamental tenet of 


the Wellhausen school was shown to be complete- . 


ly in error, and, as a result, there is now in certain 
circles a growing respect for the narratives of 


Genesis. 


In 1925 excavations were made at Yorgan Tepa 
in Mesopotamia. This was the site of the ancient 
city of Nuzu. Here there were discovered many 
tablets inscribed with writing in wedge-shaped 
(cuneiform) characters, which date from about 
1450 B. C. They are being studied today and are 
constantly revealing their importance for an under- 
standing of the Biblical background. The present 
writer has worked through a number of these texts 
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and believes that they are one of the most important 
Biblical finds to be made in this century. 


For one thing these remarkable tablets from 
ancient Nuzu throw much light on the background 
of the paritarchal narratives. This is seen not so 
much in the use of individual words and expressions 
as in the illustration of different customs mentioned 
in the Bible. For one thing, it now becomes clear 
Rachel stole the teraphim or household gods, It 
was not because the gods had any value in them- 
selves, but because their presence indicated the heir, 
and the one who had them would inherit the 
paternal property. 


Again we may now understand Abraham’s anxiety 
before God, and his fear that Eleazar would in- 
herit him. If a man adopted a son to manage his 
goods and care for him in his old age, that adopted 
son would become the heir unless a legitimate son 
were born in the meantime. Abraham had no such 
legitimate son, and so feared that Eleazar, whom 
he had evidently adopted, would be the heir. 


These are only two examples of the manner in 
which these texts have cast light upon the 
patriarchal background. Suffice it to say that as 
a result of this discovery, a new respect for the 
book of Genesis is arising. This does not mean that 
“critical” scholars are now willing to admit that 
Genesis is the Word of God. They can only do 
that when the Spirit of God opens the eyes of their 
understanding. But it is very encouraging to the 
Christian who does believe the Bible to be the 
Word of God to see here another evidence of what 
is really so plain. 


God is after all in control of the destinies of 
men and nations. For a time those who disbelieve 
His Word may seem to have the better of the 
argument. The hearts of believers may be troubled 
when at times they are unable to answer each 
specific objection that is raised against His Word. 
In His own time however He permits more evi- 
dence to come to light, and thus His people receive 
further corroboration of the truth of the Scriptures. 
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A Revised Commission Plan for the Senior High 
Fellowship of our Church will strengthen the 
emphasis upon evangelism, Bible study, prayer and 
worship. Under the plan which takes effect with 
the new Church year in April, 1952, a new Com- 
mission Christian Witness will challenge young 
people to witness to Jesus Christ through evangel- 
ism, stewardship, and loyal service to their Church. 
The Commission on Christian Faith will no longer 
be primarily concerned with program planning, 
but will give major emphasis to Bible study and 
personal spiritual growth through prayer and wor- 
ship. With these as the major changes, the Revised 
Commission Plan provides opportunity for the 
Youth Fellowships of our Church to deepen their 
Christian witness and the personal spiritual lives 
of young people. 


Because readers of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal are vitally concerned with the youth of 
the Church, they will be interested in the new 
program and materials provided by the Board of 
Christian Education to undergird this work. The 
stated purpose and an outline of the Revised Com- 
mission Plan are as follows: 


“The purpose of the Senior High Fellow- 
ship is to lead the young people of the Church 
and congregation to grow in effective Christian 
living by knowing Jesus, accepting Him as 
Lord and Saviour, following His principles in 
daily living, and leading others to know and 
follow Him; to bring the way of Christ to bear 
on needs in society; to develop Christian fel- 
lowship among the members in their relation- 
ship to each other and to the community; and 
to train them and give them opportunities for 
Christian service both at home and abroad.” 


1. Commission on Christian Faith 


—to help youth grow in a vital Christian 
faith and life. 
The source of our faith, 
Personal enrichment and growth. 
Christian faith in personal conduct. 


2. Commission on Christian Witness 


—to help youth make known to others the 
way of Christ by all they say and do. 
Evangelism. 
Stewardship. 
Churchmanship. 
Christian Vocation. 


3. Commission on Christian Outreach 


—to help youth know, and accept their re- 
sponsibility in, the worldwide mission of 
the Church. 

Home Missions. 
World Missions. 
Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. 


International relations. 





Revised Commission Plan Strengthens Youth Program 






By John S. McMullen 


Director, Youth Work, Board of Christian 
Education, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





4. Commission on Christian Citizenship 


—to help youth understand community needs 
and, on the basis of Christian convictions, 
work to meet these needs through personal 
influence and group action. 

Service to the local church and to the 
community. 

Intergroup relations. 

Social problems. 

Local, state, and national political action. 


5. Commission on Christian Fellowship 


—to help youth experience in all their re 
lationships the bond of Christian fellowship 
which comes from their common faith. 

Christian home life. 

Local church as a fellowship. 
Recreation. 

Relationship with other churches. 


Those familiar with the present structure of the 
youth program of our Church will see that the 
major changes are those listed above, in the Chris- 
tian Faith and Christian Witness Commissions. 
The only other significant changes are freeing 
Christian Outreach of responsibility for evangelism, 
thus allowing for major emphasis upon Home and 
World Missions, and the use of the term Chris- 
tian Citizenship for the Commission emphasizing 
service. This term reminds Christian young people 
of their dual responsibility in their community, 
as Christians and as citizens, and that their service 
should be an expression of both. 


This Commission plan was developed by a num- 
ber of denominations working through the United 
Christian Youth Movement, and has been or 
will shortly be adopted by most of the thirty-eight 
denominations in that movement. It has been 
adopted by our Church because it provides a more 
adequate framework for our program. The ad- 
vantages in having similar terminology with other 
denominations are most apparent in such areas 
as the training of leaders, the exchange of special- 
ized materials, the increased sense of a common 
purpose among the young people of a community, 
and the possibilities of working together in such 
projects as community-wide evangelism. Just as 
every denomination continues to have complete 
autonomy in adopting or declining to adopt this 
plan, it remains in full control of its own program. 
There is no possibility of this leading into a super- 
program for all denominations, since the principle 
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of denominational autonomy is basic to the nature 
of the United Christian Youth Movement. 


This use of a similar structure for separate 
denominational programs is seen in the youth 
materials of the Board of Christian Education. 
The new Manuals for the Senior High Fellow- 
ship, as announced elsewhere in this issue, have 
been prepared by leaders in our Church for the 
use of youth groups in our Church. The other 
materials, particularly Presbyterian YOUTH, 
continue to be planned and directed to the needs 
of our own young people. The Board of Christian 
Education continues to have final authority over 
the program and materials of the youth program. 


The Commission Plan opens channels of under- 
standing and co-operation for those local Fellow- 
ships who wish to use them. The consciousness of 
Christian fellowship and the impact of a common 
witness by young people in a community to the 
power of Christ can be of great significance. As 
men and women personally committed to Jesus 
Christ lead younger friends into the fullness of 
the Christian faith and an ever deepening dedi- 
cation to Him, our Church’s program for youth 
will achieve its purpose. In the words of the young 
people’s theme for the year: “Christ Is Life!” All 
true leaders of youth are dedicated to help them 
know and accept the Saviour who came that they 
might have life, and have it more abundantly. 





Cause For Concern 


By Rev. T. P. Bradley 


Bristol, Tenn. 


We believe that in the election year of 1952, 
there is more reason for concern for the cause 
of Christian Missions than at any other time 
since the Protestant Reformation. We base this 
conviction and this concern on the following 
facts concerning the missionary enterprise of 
’ our Southern Presbyterian Church: 


1. The Progress of Principalities and Powers 
in the political world today which oppose and 
work against the missionary effort of our Church 
in recent years, namely: 


a. Communism—in China and Korea. 


b. The Roman Catholic Church—in Brazil, 
Mexico, Equador and Portugal, and to some 
extent in all our Mission fields. The Presi- 
dential appointment of an Ambassador to the 
Vatican is an indication of the extent of their 
power and influence which is attempting to ex- 
tinguish our Christian witness in the countries 
named above. 


c. Crime Syndicates in our country and all 
around the world. Never before has crime been 
so organized, an indication that the powers of 
evil against which we fight are more efficient and 
effective than ever before. 


d. Corruption in our Government is causing 
our nationals to lose the place of respect they 
once enjoyed among other people. 


2. The Half Hearted Complacency of the 
large percentage of our Christian constituency: 
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a. We are not alerted to the danger. The 
house is on fire and we are still in bed. 


b. We have no genuine sense of responsi- 
bility, no idea as to what our part in the strug- 
gle is, namely: 


Prayer and Participation, 
Selfsacrifice and Sympathy, 
Love and Loyalty, 

Giving and Godliness, 
Concern and Consecration. 


c. Our missionaries are our representatives in 


name only and not in fact. We are not there; 
we are not concerned for them: 


When we are prayerless they are deprived, 
When we forget them they are discouraged, 
When we do not support them they are defeated. 


But in spite of it all— 


“Thanks Be Unto God Which Giveth Us The 
Victory Through Our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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Lydia- Who Onened Heart and Home 


Scripture: Acts 16 :6-40. Devotional Read- 
ing: Proverbs 31:10-31. 


Our Devotional Reading is the beautiful eulogy of the “virtuous woman” found in the last chapter of 
the book of Proverbs. A good woman is a priceless jewel. Back of the good men in the Bible, and out of 
the Bible, we usually find the influence of some good woman, the mother, or the wife. When an especially 
good or bad king is mentioned, we often find that the name of his mother is recorded also. We have seen 
in our last lesson the influence of the mother and grandmother in the life of Timothy. The two greatest 


blessings which any man can have are a good mother 
and a good wife. Many of us can look back and 
thank God for such women. 


The virtuous woman in Proverbs 31 has a tre- 
mendous influence upon her husband. The heart 
of her husband doth safely trust in her, and she 
does him good and not evil all the days of her life. 
Her husband is known in the gates where he sits 
among the elders of the land. Many men have 
risen to positions of power because of the influence 
of their wives. They are the “power behind the 
throne.” If bad, as Jezebel was, they can drag a 
man down to ruin; if good, they can ennoble and 
enhance his influence for better things. I am think- 
ing of one of our very prominent men in public 
life today. Much of his success is due to the gracious 
personality of his wife. 


She is an industrious and wise business woman. 
She looks well to her household, and is wise in 
business dealings. Her merchandise is good. We 
think of some of the business women of our time, 
some very successful, and forget that there have 
always been women of this kind. The only new 
part, perhaps, is in the bigness of their enterprises. 
The two women we study about today were in 
what we would call “small business.” 


She does not forget her other duties. She stretches 
out her hands to the poor, and reaches out her 
hands to the needy. Her words are words of wis- 
dom and the law of kindness is in her tongue. I 
read this chapter once at the funeral of a fine 
Christian mother, and after the funeral one of her 
daughters said to me, “I never knew my mother 
to say an unkind word about anyone.” 


Her reward is very rich and full. 


First, there was the praise of her husband, “Many 
,daughters have done virtuously (worthily), but 
thou excellest them all.” 


Second, her children rise up and call her blessed. 
I saw a fine Christian mother lying in the hospital 
today. She had a sweet, contented face, and her 
smile and laugh were refreshing. The most beauti- 
ful flowers were in the room, and a corsage on 
her pillow. Her husband has been dead some years, 
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but her children were showing their love for her. 
One of the sons, a doctor, had flown up from 
Puerto Rico to be present at the operation. 


Third, her works praise her in the gates. “Their 
works do follow them.” This is true of men and 
women, of the bad as well as the good, but the 
influence of a good woman lives on and on, forever. 
The influence of Moses’ mother, of the mother of 
Augustine, of the mother of John and Charles 
Wesley, and countless others, is still felt in the 
world. 


From this Old Testament picture of the model, 
or ideal woman, we will now turn to her counter- 
part, a real living character, in the New Testa- 
ment, Lydia, a business woman of Philippi, who 
opened heart and home to the Lord. 


I. The Man of Macedonia: 
Acts 16:6-12 


Paul was on his second missionary journey. He 
and Barnabas had separated because of their dis- 
agreement over John Mark. Barnabas took Mark 
and sailed to Cyprus. Paul chose Silas as his co- 
worker and went over again to the mainland of 


Asia Minor. 


At Lystra he called young Timothy also to be 
with him. They went throughout the region 
strengthening and encouraging the churches which 
he and Barnabas had founded on their first journey. 
They tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit 
suffered them not. Coming to Troas Paul had his 
vision of the man of Macedonia, saying, Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us. From this vision he 
naturally gathered that God was calling him to 
cross over into Greece. This he did, going to 
Samothracia, Neapolis, and then to Philippi, the 
chief city of that part of Macedonia. Paul made it 
a rule to strike for the large cities. 


II. Conversion of Lydia: 
Acts 16:13-15 


Since there was no synagogue in this Roman 
colony, a military city of great importance, they 
went to the riverside where there was a place 
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of prayer, and spake to the women who were 
accustomed to gather there. The Christian Church 
was born in a prayer-meeting, and the European 
Church also had its beginning in such a meeting. 
Many of the great movements, like the modern 
missionary movement, and the Christian Endeavor 
were similarly begun. Prayer lies at the basis of 


the Christian Church. 


Among those who were in the meeting was 
Lydia, a prominent business woman, a seller of 
purple. She was already, like Cornelius, the 
centurion, a devout worshipper of God, one who 
was living up to the light she had. Her conversion 
is simple and quiet, very different from the spec- 
tacular one later in the chapter. “Whose heart the 
Lord opened.” But faith cometh by hearing, and 
when her heart was opened, she attended to the 
gospel message. 


She was baptized, and “her household.” Of 
course we have no way of knowing how many 
were in that household, but we have several “house- 
hold baptisms” noted, and it would seem at 
least probable that there were children in some of 
these households. Immediately she invited the mis- 
sionaries to come and abide in her home. This 
became the “First Church of Philippi”; the first 
converts being a woman, a girl, and a man. 


Hospitality is a grace highly commended in the 
Bible. We are to show hospitality to strangers; 
“Given to hospitality.” In our complicated life 
of today it is practically impossible, or at least, 
unwise and unsafe, to open our doors to strangers. 
John, even in his day, tells us plainly to shut our 
door to false teachers who deny the Christ. We 
have many of this class now, and many others 
who would be dangerous to have in the home. It 
is a pity, however, that we cannot exercise this 
grace of hospitality more frequently than we do. 
I think, for instance, that we miss a great deal by 
not being able to entertain presbytery, synod, and 
even the General Assembly as was the custom when 
I was growing up. Preachers and elders ought to 
be a blessing in the home. 


III. Other Experiences in Philippi: 
Acts 16:16-40 


The damsel possessed with the spirit of 


indies who was healed. She followed Paul: 


and the others giving her unwanted testimony, 
“These men are the servants of the Most High 
God.” Paul grieved at this sort of publicity com- 
manded the evil spirit to come out, and she was 


healed. 


2. The wrath of her exploiters, or masters. She 
was no longer valuable to them and so they vented 
their anger on Paul and Silas, bringing them to 
the magistrates, and stirring up the mob. 


3. Paul and Silas in jail. They were beaten, 
put in the inner prison with their feet made fast 
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in the stocks. In this condition, they prayed and 
sang praises, and the prisoners heard them. I sup- 
pose that these were a surprised bunch of prisoners. 
They had heard groans, and curses many a time, 
no doubt, but no singing and praying. 


4. The earthquake which shook the prison and 
loosed the prisoners. This was not just an ordinary 
earthquake, but one sent for that particular time 
and occasion. 


5. The keeper of the prison. 


His first reaction was characteristic of a Roman 
soldier. He drew his sword to kill himself, rather 
than face the disgrace and certain death which 
the Roman law demanded. Paul cried out loudly, 
do thyself no harm, for we are all here. This 
was as big a surprise as the other. 


His next reaction was an entirely different one. 
He came in trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, saying, Sirs, what must I do to be saved. 
From their praying and singing he knew that 
they must be devout men. Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house. Here is the simplest answer to that all- 
important question. Faith brings salvation. 


His faith showed itself in deeds, He took them 
the same hour of the night, washed their stripes, 
and was baptized, he, and all his: another of these 
“household baptisms.” 


6. The magistrates had to “eat humble pie.” In 
their haste they had mistreated a Roman citizen. 
So they had to come and beseech the prisoners to 
leave. The tables were completely turned. 
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God’s Being 


When we think of God, we think of Him as one, and He is. Still we think of God as existing in three 
persons, and He does. This mystery of One in three, and Three in One is infinitely beyond our power to 
explain or adequately illustrate, yet it is so clearly implied in the Scriptures as to make it a necessary 
teaching in the body of Christian truth. Our Catechism teaches us that “there are three persons in the 
Godhead ; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance, 


equal in power and glory.” For our purpose here 
we will accept the statement as true and Scriptural, 
and will proceed to examine it for a moment. 


There is order in the Trinity. The Father, 
eternally existent; the Son, eternally begotten of 
the Father; the Holy Spirit, eternally proceeding 
from the Father and the Son. All things are of the 
Father, through the Son, and by the Holy Spirit. 
For instance, the work of Creation: “In the begin- 


ning God created .. .” (Gen. 1:1); “In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God .. .; all things were made 


by Him, and without Him was not anything made 
that was made .. . . And the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” (John 1:1,3,14) “And 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters.” (Gen. 1:2) Thus we see the Trinity 
active in creation, which is the work of God, the 


Three in One. 


Then again, in the work of Redemption: “For 
God (the Father) so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” (Jno. 3:16) “Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.” (Jno. 3:5) The love of the Father, the 
life of the Son, and the labor of the Holy Spirit 
are involved in the work of Redemption, the work 


of the Triune God. 


Let me give you a simple illustration that has 
helped me to understand a bit more clearly this 
glorious doctrine of the Trinity. It is inevitably 
faulty, as every illustration of the Trinity will prove 
to be, but admitting the faults, perhaps we’ll find 
something helpful in it. 


Let’s imagine a corporation in which there are 
three stockholders. Each has equal interest in the 
corporation; all are perfectly agreed in all matters 
concerning the operation of the corporation (you 
can see it has to be hypothetical) ; when one speaks, 
he speaks for the other two because of the perfect 
union of minds in all matters, They are of the same 
family, and all are equally concerned for all that 
concerns the corporation. Now, for the purpose of 





order and efficiency of operation, the first is presi- 
dent, in charge of planning; the second is vice- 
president, in charge of production; and the third is 
vice-president, in charge of distribution. Each office 
is essential to the other two, and all three are 
essential to the work as a whole. Thus the three 
are one corporation, and the corporation is three 
persons, 


Again acknowledging the illustration to be faulty, 
let’s apply it where possible to the work of the 
Trinity. In the work of Creation the Father 
planned, the Son executed through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Planning, production, and dis- 
tribution. 


In the work of Redemption, the illustration may 
be more clearly applied. The plan of redemption is 
the work of God, the Father. “God so loved that 
He gave . . .; God commendeth His love toward 
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us... Herein is love, not that we loved Him, 
but that He loved us and sent His son .. .”. The 
execution of that plan, born of the love of God, 
was the work of the Son. “I came to seek and to 
save that which was lost . . . I came to give my 
life a ransom for many .. . I seek not mine own 
will, but the will of the Father.” When He cried 
on the cross, “It is finished”, He was saying again, 
“T have finished the work thou gavest me to do.” 
The work of redemption was accomplished. Now 
the benefits of His finished work are applied to the 
hearts of men by the Holy Spirit as He convicts, 
quickens, regenerates, and “distributes” that which 
has been planned by the Father, and provided 
through the Son. “Elect according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ.” (I Pet. 1:2). 


How precious indeed this “so great salvation” ; 
the salvation born of the love of the Father, pur- 
chased by the Blood of the Son, and made available 
by the power of the Holy Spirit! 


“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise 
to Thee! 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 

God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity!” 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Henry Sweets, Loved 
Leader, Servant Of 
Church, Dies Suddenly 


LoulisvILLe, Ky. (PN)—Dr. Henry H. Sweets, 
Sr., who for 39 years served as executive secretary 
of the General Assembly’s Committee of Christian 
Education and Ministeri@l Relief, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., died suddenly at his home here 
Monday evening, February 25. Dr. Sweets had 
been retired since 1948. 


The first executive secretary of Christian Edu- 
cation and Ministerial Relief, Dr. Sweets served 
from 1904 until 1943, at which time he retired but 
continued to serve the Committee as a consultant 
until 1948. He crusaded for the ministers’ annuity 
fund and for the employees’ annuity fund and was 
largely responsible for putting these plans into ef- 
fect. The ministers’ annuity fund was established 
April 1, 1931, while the employees’ fund was 
adopted by the General Assembly in June 1942. 
In 1935 Dr. Sweets was elected to the church’s 
highest office, Moderator of the General Assembly. 


Born in Elizabethtown, Ky. Oct. 6, 1872, Dr. 
Sweets would have been 80 years of age on his 
next birthday. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Douschka Martin Sweets of Louisville: three chil- 
dren, Mrs. Robert V. Ackerman of Louisville, F. 
Martin Sweets of Louisville, and Dr. Henry H. 
Sweets, Jr. of Columbia, Mo.; two sisters living 
in Elizabethtown, Ky.; and six grandchildren. The 
funeral was held in Louisville February 28. 


Although best known for his tireless effort in 
establishing the annuity funds, Dr. Sweets has 
made notable contributions in the fields of Chris- 
tian education, evangelism, and women’s work. His 
“Source Book on Christian Education” and “Source 
Book on Spiritual Life and Evangelism” are still 
extensively used throughout the church. Writing 
in the preface of the latter book, Dr. Wade H. 
Boggs, who succeeded Dr. Sweets as executive secre- 
tary of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, 


has said: “For seven and a half years Dr. Henry H.. 


Sweets did the work of an evangelist in a neglected 
part of the city of Louisville. He established out- 
posts in the county and held meetings in various 
parts of the Church. He carried this spirit into his 
later work when in September 1904 he became 
Executive Secretary of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief, in which position he served 
with constant fidelity until September 1943.” 


Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, Executive Secretary, 
Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta, Ga., commend- 
ed Dr. Sweets’ efforts in connection with the es- 
tablishment of the church’s board of Women’s work. 
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“Dr. Sweets was until his death the only living 
member of the former supervisory committee of 
Women’s Work which was set up by the General 
Assembly in 1912 to organize and supervise women’s 
work,” she said. The committee was composed of 
the four executive secretaries of the boards of the 
church at that time. They were R. E. McGill, Dr. 
S. L. Morris, Dr. Egbert W. Smith, and Dr. 


Sweets. 


The Rev. Herman Jones, Sr., Atlanta, a re- 
tired pastor and friend of Dr. Sweets summed up 
the spirit of the man when he said: “It was the 
hardest thing in the world to get Henry Sweets 
to believe anything adverse about his fellow work- 
ers. 


Other church leaders who have spoken highly of 
Dr. Sweets are: 


Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., Executive Secretary, 
The General Council, Decatur, Ga. ; “Our Church 
has never produced a greater man nor a lovier 
person than Henry H. Sweets.” 


Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Executive Secretary, 
Board of Church Extension, Atlanta, Ga.: “Al- 
though I have never had the privilege of knowing 
Dr. Sweets personally, he was undoubtedly one of 
the choice spirits of our Church. He made a contri- 
bution in the establishment of the ministers’ and 
employees’ annuity funds which will last as long 
as the Church does.” 


Graham White, secretary, General Assembly’s 
Committee on the Minister and His Work, Atlanta, 
Ga.: “Dr. Sweets was like a father to me. The 
church has lost one of its greatest leaders.” 





Pay Increase Voted 
Davidson Faculty, 


‘Administration 


The board of trustees of Davidson College 
have announced an increase of about 10 per 
cent in the salaries of faculty and adminis- 
tration personnel. 


The increase was recommended by President 
John R. Cunningham, and approved by the fi- 
nance committee of the board at the semiannual 
meeting, February 20. The new salary rate 
will go into effect July 1. 


A memorial resolution was passed by the 
board honoring the late Dr. Joseph Johnson, 
former superintendent of the Barium Springs 
Orphanage and a member of the Davidson 
trustees. 


Dr. Cunningham reported to the trustees 
that the new $700,000 college church would 
probably be dedicated during commencement 














exercises in June. The contractors are expected 
to complete their work in approximately two 
weeks, and then two months will be required 
for the construction of an organ and furnishing 
the building. 


Work on the new David Ovens Student 
Union is also progressing well with present 


plans calling for a completion date in Septem- 
ber. 


The Davidson president also revealed the 
donation of more than $700,000 in new gifts last 
year, and that collection of the Development 
Program pledges have now passed the $2 1-2 
million mark with some $400,000 still to come 
in. 

Treasurer D. Grier Martin reported that a 
balanced budget is expected by the end of the 
fiscal year. Chaplain Alan G. Gripe told of 
the religious activities on the campus, and 
Alumni Secretary John L. Payne reported to 
the trustees on the activities and accomplish- 
ments of the alumni and public relations de- 
partment. 





Ninety Thousand Attend 
Evansville Mission 


More than 91,000 people attended the recent 
Evansville, Ind. Evangelistic Mission in a two-week 
period, January 27 to February 11. The Mission 
was sponsored jointly by the Evansville Council 
of Churches and the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U. S. with more than 
90 churches in the “Tri-State area’ cooperating. 





Montreat College 
Announces Honor List 


Students at Montreat College making the dean’s 
list for the first semester were recently announced 
by Dean Elizabeth Wilson. These girls have a “B” 
average on each subject which means an average of 
90 percent or above. 


Seniors: Betty Marshall, Williamsville, Va.; 
Jeanette Nash, Atlanta, Ga.; Carolyn Williams, 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Juniors: Helen Duke, LaFayette, Ga.; Patricia 
Williams, Gaston, S. C. 


Sophomores: Elinor Ammons, Seneca. S. C.; 
Carolyn Fritts, Lexington, N. C.; Heidi Funke, 
Grants Pass, Ore.; Ellinore Krieger. Portsmouth, 
Va. 

Freshmen: Margaret Barrett, Monticello. Fla.; 
Ivey Dee Chaffin, Jesup. Ga.; Margaret Leech, 
Troutville, Va.; Evelyn Morris. Montcomery. W. 
Va.; Frances Mouzon. Greeleyville. §. C.; Kathryn 
Mull. Asheville. N. C.; Marv Alice Reed. Ashe- 
ville, N. C.; Janet Ruth Smith. Jellico Tenn - 
Elizabeth Stewart, Kings Mountain, N. C.; Ruth 
Wooten, Olin, N, C, 


ta 





W.H. Belk, Christian 
Philanthropist, Head Of Chain 
Stores, Dies In Charlotte 


William Henry Belk, 89, founder and presi- 
dent of Belk Bros. Company, and Christian 
philanthropist, died of a heart attack in a Char- 
lotte, (N. C.) hospital February 21. 


Funeral services were held February 24 at 
the residence on Hawthorne Lane. The Rev. 
Charles G. McClure, pastor of Caldwell Memor- 
ial Presbyterian Church of which Mr. Belk was 
a member, conducted the services. Burial was 
in Elmwood Cemetery in Charlotte. 


Survivors include the widow, six children, 
W. H. Belk Jr., Miss Sarah Belk, John Belk, 
Irwin Belk, Henderson Belk and Tom Belk, all 
of Charlotte, and four grandchildren. 


Belk was born June 2, 1862, in Lancaster 
County, S. C., the son of Abel Nelson Belk and 
Sarah N. Walkup Belk. His father was killed 
in 1865 by a group of marauding Federal sol- 
diers under General Sherman. In 1866 his 
mother married John R. Simpson. When Henry 
Belk was 11 years old the family moved to 
Monroe where, at 14, Henry went into the dry 
goods business as a $5 a month clerk. 


In 1888, Belk opened a store in Monroe. His 
method of selling only for cash was a novelty 
in the South. Three years later he gave his 
younger brother John a half-interest in the 
store, forming the first Belk Bros., Company. 
The brothers worked together until John’s 
death in 1928. 


The company’s first branch store opened in 
Chester, S. C., in 1893. A year later the second 
branch store opened in Union, S. C. In 1895, 
the Belk organization opened its Charlotte store. 


The organization grew steadily through the 
years. By 1951, the Belk store group numbered 
nearly 300. 


In 1915, Belk married Miss Mary Lenora 
Irwin, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John R. Irwin 
of Charlotte. The couple had five sons, and 
one daughter, Irwin, Tom, Henderson, Henry, 
John and Sarah. 


A well-known philanthropist, Belk founded 
the John M. Belk Memorial Fund which helped 
establish 335 Presbyterian churches and manses. 
Other philanthropies included the program at 
Montreat, the Presbyterian colony, the seven- 
story building for the Presbyterian Hospital 
here, the Presbyterian Junior College at Max- 
ton and a large number of schools and colleges 
for which he was trustee. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














Appalachia Women 
Will Hold Annual 


Training School 


The Fourth Annual Training School for the 
Women of the Church of the Synod of Appalachia 
will be held June 2-7 at King College, Bristol, 
Tenn. Courses offered for credit are as follows: 


How To Study The Bible (Platform Hour) : 
Miss Janie McCutchen, director, Christian Growth 
Department, Board of Women’s Work. 


World Missions: Mrs. A. R. Craig, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 


Organization And Work Of The Women Of 
The Church: Mrs. J. M. Williams, Jr., Mc- 
Connellsville, S. C. 


Stewardship: ‘Mrs. Richard A. Dobyns, Dub- 
lin, Va. 


Informal Ways Of Learning: Mrs. D. R. Free- 


man, Concord, Tenn. 


Conferences will be conducted on circle problems 
by Mrs. D. R. Beeson, assembly causes by Mrs. L. 
Bert Preston, and worship and Bible teachers by 
Miss Janie McCutchen. Registration fee is $2.50, 
board and room $12.50. Advance registration 
should be sent to Mrs. W. W. Piper, registrar, 224 
Emoriland Boulevard, Knoxville, Tenn. 





Dr. Garth Dies 
In Charlotte 


Funeral services will be held at the residence 
at 700 Sunnyside Ave. at 2 o'clock this afternoon 
for Dr. John Goddall Garth, 81, who died in a 
local hospital Friday night after an illness of sever- 
al weeks, 


The Rev. R. Hamlin Stone will conduct the 
services, The body will then be taken to Hickory 
for services to be held in the First Presbyterian 
Church at 5 o'clock with Dr. John R. Hay, pas- 
tor, in charge. Burial will be in Hickory. 


Serving as pallbearers will be Granbery Dickson, 
Dan J. Conn, H. M. Woodside, Rufus A. Grier, 
Frank Kovey and Marshall E. Propst. 


Dr. Garth, widely known Presbyterian minister ~ 


for many years, was the author of four books and 
also had contributed to The Observer’s church page 
for many years. 


He is survived by his second wife, the former 
Miss Sadie Wilfong Grier; three children, Voor- 
hees Garth of Hickory, Dr. Robert C. Garth of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and Mrs. Raymond Adams of 
Chapel Hill; seven grandchildren; and six great- 
grandchildren. The children are by his first mar- 
riage to Miss Ethel Voorhees, who died in 1934. 

—The Charlotte Observer 
February 24, 1952 
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Fer Only $5 ... You Cam Get 
Doctrine 


The Reformed Of Predestination 
A Regular $4.50 Book By Dr. Loraine Boettner 


AND 
An Introduction To Christian Apologetics 
A Regular $3.50 Book By Dr. Edward J. Carnell 
“The answer to the contemporary thirst ... is found in 
Biblical theism ... this is firm ground.” 
—Dr. Cari F. H. Henry. 


ORDER FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. ‘ 

















An Anatysis, by Dr. L. Nelson Bell; Of An 
Address, The Bible For Today, by Dr. Ernest 
Trice Thompson. Now available in reprint form 
at 5c each, 100 for $5. More than 16,000 copies 


at the first printing in the January 23rd issue 
sold out. 





W. G. Perry Estate 
Leaves $30,000 To 
Davidson College 


A bequest of approximately $30,000 to Davidson 
College by the late Dr. William G. Perry, of At- 
lanta, Ga., has been announced by President John R. 
Cunningham. 


Dr. Cunningham said that the bequest would be 
set up in a scholarship fund for Davidson students. 


A graduate of Davidson with the Class of 1898, 
Dr. Perry was Professor of English for 47 years at 
Georgia Tech before his retirement in 1948. He 
started teaching as Adjunct Professor of English 
rag 1902, and became head of the department 
in 1922. 


Dr. Perry died in Atlanta, November 22, and 
was buried in Charlotte, N. C. He was 74 years 
old. 





Henry W. W. Allen, 
Bridgeport Pastor, 
Dies At Home 


Funeral services for Rev. Henry William West 
Allen, 72, former pastor of North Fort Worth 
Presbyterian Church, will be conducted at 2 p. m. 
Sunday in Bridgeport Presbyterian Church. 


Rev. B. K. Tenney of Fort Worth, assisted by 
Rev. Charles Tucker, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church at Bowie, will officiate. 


Pastor of the Bridgeport Presbyterian Church, 
Rev. Mr. Allen died at his home there Friday. 


He was a native of Dublin, Ireland, and came 
to the United States in 1898. He attended Moody 
Bible Institute in Chicago and was ordained in 


1908. 


Rev. Mr. Allen served his Fort Worth pastorate 
between 1936 and 1941. He also had held pas- 
torates in Nebraska, Michigan, Ohio and Arkansas. 











He was a charter member and past president 
of Brankley, Ark., Rotary Club and at one time 
moderator of Little Rock Presbytery. He was 
moderator of Forth Worth Presbytery in 1938. 


Survivors are his wife and three sons, Thomas 
and Harry Allen of Brankley and Dwight L. 
Allen of Washington. 


Pallbearers will be officers of the Bridgeport 
church, —Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 





Union Presbyterian Church 
Goes All Out For Tithing 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—A mere fledgling in 
age—it’s only been organized three and one-half 
months—the Second Presbyterian Church, Union, 
S. C. cannot be surpassed in tithing. Its mem- 
bers have signed tither’s covenant cards 100 percent, 
according to the Rev. Charles H. McLean, pastor. 


The church, which is the youngest daughter 
church of the First Presbyterian, Union, first pre- 
sented the “Prove God Covenant Plan” to its 
congregation on Feb. 3. All members present signed 
immediately. The six members who were absent 
that day were signed during the next two weeks 
by the three newly-ordained elders. 


“Tt’s an enviable and remarkable record,” said 
the Rev. Benson Sloan, pastor of Union’s First 
Church. “We hope this story will encourage others 
to do likewise.” 





Religious Emphasis Week 
Held At Presbyterian 
Junior College 


The annual college communion service closed re- 
ligious emphasis week at Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege, Maxton, N. C., conducted by the Rev. James 
B. Ficklen, III, co-pastor of Covenant Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, N. C. Mr. Ficklen has 
been speaking daily during the past week. 


Those assisting in the service were: Dr. R. L. 
Wharton, Dr. E. Lee Stoffel, Dr. Louis LaMotte, 
Dr. C. L. Hornaday, Professor William A. Parker, 
and Professor Milton A. Reilly. 


The week of special services was sponsored by the 
Student Christian Association of the college and a 
student presided at each service. The glee clubs of 
Flora Macdonald College and Presbyterian Junior 
College furnished special music during the week. 





Senators Opposed To 
Vatican Appointment 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—Thirty-five senators have 
indicated their opposition to President Truman’s 
appointment of an ambassador to the Vatican, ac- 
cording to the latest information from Protestants 
and Other Americans United for Separation of 


Church and State. At least three others have indi- 
cated their opposition in letters to Dr. James G, 
Patton, Jr., executive secretary, the General Coun- 
cil, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





Miss Talmage Engaged 


To Raymond Provost 
NASHVILLE, Tenn, (PN)—Miss Mariella Tal- 


mage, who is serving in our hospital at Chunju, 
Korea, has announced her engagement to Mr. Ray- 
mond Provost, a missionary to Korea of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A. Miss Talmage will return 
to this country the end of March and the wedding 
will take place in late spring. Mr. Provost is at 
present studying at Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary. 

Miss Talmage, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. 
V. N. Talmage, long time -missionaries to Korea, 
went to Korea in September 1948. She has served 
since then at the hospital in Chunju and has re- 
mained on the field except for the short period 
when that area was over run by the Communist 
armies in 1950. 
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Death Of Mrs Carper 


Leaves Four Motherless 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN)—Mrs. Day Carper 
of our Congo Mission died in Bibanga February 
9, 1952. Mrs. Carper, who was Bessie Stollenwerck, 
was a native of Birmingham, Ala. and a graduate of 
Mary Baldwin College. She and Mr. Carper went 
to the Congo in 1940 to serve as evangelistic mis- 
sionaries. Mrs. Carper returned to the field in 
July 1950 from her most recent furlough. 


Besides her husband, Mrs. Carper is survived by 
four children—Frances, ten; Stephen, eight; Mary, 
2%; and Janet, 4 months. 

Her fellow missionaries testify to how un- 
stintingly Mrs. Carper gave of herself and her 
limited strength to the people of the Congo whom 
she loved. 





W orld Missions 


News Notes 
By Presbyterian News 


The Rev. and Mrs. Walter P. Baldwin have 
announced the birth of a son, Paul, February 17, 
in Japan. 

Rev. and Mrs. L. Sherwood Taylor, new 
missionaries to Brazil, departed February 21 to 
take up their work in the mission there. 

Miss Emma Eve Gardner arrived in this coun- 
try January 9 from Japan. 

Rev. Langdon M. Henderlite arrived January 
23 to attend the Study Fellowship on the Chris- 
tian Approach to Communism in New York. He 
will remain in this country for his furlough after 
the study is completed. 
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